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In spite of the fact that the mortality figures seem high, as compared 
with those of last year, still it will be seen from the following table for 
the corresponding week of the past few years that the figures are lower, 
considerably, than the average figures since 1896, when plague began. 

The figures for the five years previous to 1896 show that the death 
rate then was half or less than half of what it has been since. I quote 
only the figures for the most important infectious diseases: 

Deaths from principal diseases in Bombay city during the same week in each- of 14 years — 

1891 to 1904. 



Years. 



1891. 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
18%. 
1897. 
1898. 
1899. 
1900. 
1901. 
1902. 
1903. 
1904. 



Average, 5 years be- , 
fore plague 

Average, 9 years since 
plague 



Week 
ended. 



Dec. 29 
Dec. 27 
Dec. 26 
Dee. 25 
Dec. 24 
Dec. 29 
Dec. 28 
Dec. 27 
Dec. 26 
Dee. 25 
Dec. 24 
Dec. 30 
Dec. 29 
Dec. 27 



Choi- ! Small- 
era. | pox. | 



Mea- 



del S P1 ^ 



Relaps- 
ing 

fever. 



1 


4 


10 

2 




5 




2 


9 


1 


3 


3 


1 


2 


10 


4 .. 




7 


2 


2 


8 


3 


36 


43 


4 ' 


1 
1 


2 





6 


31 




3 


2 



390 
200 
119 
301 
118 
175 
158 
64 
106 



Other 
fevers. 



1.66 



11.55 ; 181.22 



133 
105 
88 
113 
103 
51(1 
99 
84 
166 

va 

86 
19 



109 
137.55 



Total 
deaths. 



477 
420 
447 
442 
458 

1,824 
949 
715 

1,601 
939 
823 
741 
627 
737 



449 
995.11 



Mortality 
per 1,000 
per year. 



30.18 
26.57 
28.28 
27.96 
28. 98 

115. 41 
60.05 
45. 21 

101. 34 
59.41 
55.14 
49.65 
42.01 
49. 38 



28. 41 
66.68 



There can be no doubt that many cases of fever which are not put 
down as plague by attending physicians are realty cases of plague, and 
the increased death rate since 1896 from other fevers than plague is 
partly due to this fact. 

TRANSACTIONS OF SERVICE. 

Bill of health No. 20 was issued on December 30, 1904, to the Nor- 
wegian steamship Tiger, which sailed on that date for Baltimore via 
Suez Canal. The sanitary condition of vessel and crew was excellent, 
while the cargo itself was manganese ore. Rat guards were used on 
all the cables leading to the vessel, and rat-traps were in use throughout 
the hold and decks. The only rats caught in the vicinity were found 
by the ship's cat on the wharf. The forecastle was thoroughly cleaned 
and washed down with bichloride and carbolic solutions. The crew 
were individually examined for evidences of plague. 

Mortality of Bombay for the "week ended January S, 1905. 



Plague deaths 

Plague mortality per 1,000 

Smallpox deaths 

Cholera deaths 

Total deaths 

Total mortality per 1,000 . 
Births reported 



Week ended- 



| 
Jan. 3, 1905. I Jan. 5, 1904. 



128 

8.57 

35 



799 

53. 54 
449 



125 
8.37 
3 


728 
48.78 
317 



Mean of 

same 
week in 
5 years, 

1900-1904. 



184 

9.75 

18 

1 

996 

65.96 
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In addition to the deaths from infectious diseases recorded above, 
there were 48 deaths from malarial fever and 63 from diarrheal dis- 
eases. 

You will observe that the death rate from plague is not very differ- 
ent from what it was a year ago at this time, but that there is a very 
definite increase in the amount of smallpox. This maj r be due, in 
part, to the large number of persons who are visiting Bombay to see 
the industrial exhibition now in progress. 

In connection with this exhibition there are being given daily demon- 
strations of the methods of preparing the antiplague prophylactic. 
Lectures are given by medical officers every few days on some sanitaiy 
subject, on plague and its prophylaxis, malaria, or other allied topics. 
These are largely attendee!. 

On January 4 I inspected the Danish steamship Nordhvalen, bound 
for Baltimore with a cargo of manganese ore. Eat guards were on all 
cables leading to the wharf, and rat-traps were placed at several points 
on the vessel. The vessel came here from Alexandria in ballast. 
Crew's quarters were thoroughly fumigated with sulphur and the 
floors washed with carbolic solution. Every man of the crew was 
inspected for signs of plague. 

During the week ended January 14, 1905, bill of health was issued 
to the Danish steamship Nordfarer bound for Baltimore with a cargo 
of manganese ore. The vessel came to port with water ballast, having 
last been to Alexandria with timber from Scandinavian ports. The 
entire hold was fumigated with sulphur. Rat guards were on all the 
lines leading to the wharf and rat-traps were in use all over the vessel, 
but nothing was caught. On the day of sailing the forecastle was 
fumigated with sulphur and washed down with carbolic solution. 
The crew, numbering 30, were individually examined for symptoms 
of plague and all were passed. 

Plague in the Bombay Presidency, June to November, 1904- 





Attacks. 


Deaths. 


June 1 to September 30, 1904 


a 81, 686 

a 56, 888 

42, 743 


a 57, 749 


October, 1904 


42,371 




32, 052 










181, 317 
1, 552, 142 


132, 172 


Total, 1896 to May, 1904 


1,175,645 










1,733,459 


1, 307, 817 








a Revised figures. 







The usual decrease in November, just before the marked rise of the 
cold season, is quite apparent. The following figures will indicate 
the severity of plague in the worst affected districts. 
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Deaths from plague, districts of Bombay Presidency, 1904- 





District. 


Popula- 
tion, 1901. 


October. 


November. 


1 


Ahmedabad 


795,344 

716,253 


703 
1,025 
1,485 
1,963 
8,136 

522 
7,695 

780 
1,887 
4,322 
3,953 
4.925 
8,718 
1,671 
1,804 
73 


109 

406 


R 




636, 882 


473 


4 
ft 


Khandesh 


1,426,805 

| 815,349 


966 
2.404 


fi 




989, 102 


494 


7 




i 1, 146, 030 


6,774 


8 




i 720, 587 


773 


9 
10 
11 
V> 


Ahmeduagar 

Belgaum 


i 836,817 

1 992,262 

: 1,112,612 

. ' 7S5.40O 


1,204 
2,686 
3,471 
4,095 

3,852 


13 




1-1 




400 


IS 




709 


16 




587 






1 





Districts 1 to 3, in the province of Guzerat, as well as districts 14 
and 15, which are native feudatory states within that same province, 
show a definite and marked decrease in plague mortality during 
November. 

Districts 4 to 9, in the central and western provinces, all show a 
decrease during November, not quite so marked as in the first group. 

Districts 10 to 12, in the southern province, show even a less marked 
decrease, while districts 13 and 16, native states within that province, 
show an actual increase. 

The deaths from plague in Bombay city and Karachi city did not 
vary markedly during November from the record in October. But 
Poona city again showed a great increase, the progress being as follows: 

Deaths from plague, Poona city, 1904- 

August 12 

September 72 

October - 657 

November 1,338 

Since June 1, 1904, and up to November 30, 1904, there were, among 
Europeans, 4 deaths from plague in Bombay city and none in the 
remainder of the presidency. 

Report* from, Calcutta — Inspection of vessels — Cholera and, plague 

mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakin reports, January 5, as follows: 

During the week ended December 31, 1904, bill of health was issued 
to the steamship Tannenfels, bound to Boston and New York with a 
total crew of 63. The usual precautions were taken, holds were fumi- 
gated, rat guards placed on wharf lines and Lascars' effects disinfected. 

During the week ended December 24, 1904, there were 129 deaths 
from cholera and 18 deaths from plague in Calcutta, and during the 
week ended December 31, 1904, there were 101 deaths from cholera 
and 18 deaths from plague. 

In Bengal during the week ended December 17, 1904, there were 
1,959 cases of and 1,632 deaths from plague, and during the week 
ended December 24, 1904, 2,391 cases and 2,023 deaths. 

In India, during the week ended December 17, 1904, there were 



